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Value of Pacific tuna

The Impertance of fish to the people of the Pacilic klands
cannot be over-emphasized {see foldout map). The reason
— 98% of tho 7 milllen km? under the jensdiction of

the 22 Pacific lland countries and temitaries Is ocean.
For many of these large ocean states’ tuna is thelr
greatest resource. Tuna is in demand workdwide, and the
catch from Pacific lsland wators supplies mone than 30%
of the glabal tung market,

For several Pacific [sland countioes, access fees pald
by industrinl flaats to harvest wna provide 10-80% of
all government revenoe. In addition, tuna fishing and
procassing have crestod more than 23,000 jobs scross
the region.

Turen b akeo vital 1o local food securty. In o roghon whons
non-communicable diseases due to unheakthy diots and
changes In festyle are the worst In the world, increasing
local access o fish s a practical way of improving nutnion
The probdem s that populstion growth & dimang & gap
botwoon sustainablo harvests from coastnl fishories and tho
fish neaded for food securty. Tuna is needed to fill the gap.

A new Roadmap

Recognising the mportance of fishenes, Pacific island
Leaders recently endorsed the Regional Roadmap for
Sustoinabie Packic Fisheries.

The goals of the Roodmap iInchude:

- sustalning koy una spocies by sgroeing on anget
reforence points for hanmests within throe years,
and moving tho status of each spedies clearly towards
these targets within 10 years;

« doubling the value of the twna catch within 10 years;

« cronting 18,000 naw jobs in lunng processing, ond as
verszol crow, observers and fishonos managomont stafl,
within 10 yaars; and

- Incraasing the amaunt of wna allscated 1o domestic
consumption aach yoor by 40,000 topnoes withan
10 yoars

Challenges

The Roadimap is a bluepnint for progress but several
challenges must be overcome to reach the goals. Bigeye
tuna s overfished, ilegal, unreported and unregulated
{ILILY) fishing Is a constant threat, the reglon's longline
fishenes are baraly economic, ncreased effort in the
purse-seine fishary targeting skipjack tuna & diving
down the value of the catch, fishing on the high seas 1s
largely uncontrolled, and almost 0% of the tuna caught
in the waters of Pactlic Istand countries Is processed
outside the reglon. In addition, climate change is
expecied to alter the distribution and abundance of tuna

The Conservation International (Cl) Tuna Iniiative will bulld on strong existing
partnerships and engagement throughout the reglon to assist Pacific Island
countries address these challenges, and help fulfill thelr aspirations for the use
of tuna resources in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPO).
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Goals:
® Assist national and regional fisheries
agencies sustain tuna catches and the

ecosystem that supports them

® |ncrease benefits from tuna fisheries for
Pacific Island economies and communities

Initial emphasis on climate change adaptation
and food security
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Guide adaptations to optimise economic
benefits from tuna

Example

' -. * Harness more of the transshipping trade
S o for small economies in central and
eastern WCPO




Projected effects of climate change on tuna

(Mt/km?2) (Mt/km?2)

Source: Lehodey et al. (2017), Bell et al. (2018)



Reduce uncertainty in climate projections
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Evaluating spatial management for tuna

* Phoenix Island Protected Area (Kiribati)

Kiribati

° Big question

Can spatial management
add value to prevailing,
successful management
arrangements?



Evaluating spatial management for tuna

* Phoenix Island Protected Area (Kiribati)




Evaluating spatial management for tuna

* Protect spawning areas




Strengthen tuna marketing initiatives
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NGO Tuna Forum

Key areas of interest

\/Development and implementation of comprehensive, precautionary
harvest strategies

v/ Effective monitoring and management of FADs

\/Strengthened monitoring, control and surveillance tools purse-seine
and longline fisheries, and at-sea transshipment

* Improved implementation of bycatch mitigation practices, with
an emphasis on longline fisheries



