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Recommendations of DCC11

DCC11 adopted the following recommendations:

1. SPC and FFA submit the report of the DCC11 for adoption at the next SPC Heads of Fisheries (HOF) and the next FFC (May 2019). 

2. SPC and FFA undertake a review of the DCC Strategic Plan (2016-2020) and commence a process to develop a new strategic plan (2021-2025. This should also include a review of DCC priorities.

3. FFA will include the DCC as a standing agenda item for the MCS working group, to consider and endorse DCC meeting outputs.

4. SPC, FFA and PNAO continue work to develop e-monitoring data, process and transmission standards, along with procedures for analysis, training and quality control. 

5. SPC continues the development of the MetaData Database.

6. The DCC considered that there was little value in revising the paper logsheets, and recommended that no further changes be made to the 2016 extended longline logsheet form. FFA and SPC should instead focus their efforts on implementing electronic reporting amongst their Members, noting the ease in which species specific reporting, and minor adjustments can be made to ER software. 

7. SPC will work with PNAO to develop ER data fields and instructions for the whale shark and cetacean’s purse seine logsheet, noting it is being implemented via electronic reporting. 

8. SPC and PNAO will continue work to develop vessel operator reporting requirements on FAD data fields and instructions to be captured using electronic reporting methods. DCC will have to consider revisions to the observer GEN-5 form.

9. SPC and FFA to advance the roll-out of electronic reporting and develop tools to support further ER implementation. 

10. SPC will update the DCC tuna data collection forms page on the SPC website. 

11. DCC endorsed the proposed changes in DCC11-WP05 as provided in Annex 3 for SPC to revise observer forms to:
a. Change the GEN-5 observer instructions to put a priority on recording the dFAD serial number on the GEN-5 buoy number field, and;
b. Revising the protocol and instructions on LL-4 to use the interaction codes for all SSIs, including those landed, requiring observer to record this data.

12. DCC endorsed the proposed changes for SPC to revise artisanal data [forms/fields].

13. DCC noted that SPC is the primary coordinator for the collection and use of artisanal fisheries data, and that requiring DCC consideration of proposed changes to artisanal data collection forms or fields delays the implementation of necessary revisions and/or updates. The next DCC meeting will consider whether artisanal data collection should be maintained under the DCC purview, or solely managed by SPC.

14. DCC noted that maintaining regional approaches to quality controls was a necessity, and that the implementation of electronic reporting provides the opportunity for more frequent revisions of these controls informed by research and data analyses. As such, DCC recognised that a more flexible arrangement is needed to facilitate any required revisions, and noting the need for further consultation, SPC and FFA will provide options or approaches to the next DCC meeting on how this might be undertaken. 

15. DCC endorsed the need for SPC and FFA to make data quality controls publicly available, for application in the development of data and information management systems for FFA/SPC members. 

16. FFA and SPC to consider methods to assemble data fields into shared electronic definitions, in support of electronic reporting. 

