PTTP Bi-Monthly Summary

August - September, 2008 Brought to you by SPC - Oceanic Fisheries Programme

Tag Releases

Total tag releases at 27" September stands at 20, 933 for
WP-1. This brings the total number of tag releases for the
project to 125, 948. The current tagging operations will cease
on 23" November, and a further two tagging cruises are
planned for next year.

Tag Recoveries

Recaptures from the recent releases are starting to be
reported. Total tag recoveries as at 27" September, stands
at 497 for WPL1. This brings the total number of tag
recoveries for the whole project to 13517, with a 10.73%
recovery rate. Figure 4 shows the displacement of tagged
tunas from the area which they were tagged.

The number of tag recoveries by month (Figure5) shows
large fluctuations in the rate of recovery with the larger
amounts of tags being returned a month or so after the
commencement of tagging operations.

Tablel. Total number of tag releases, recoveries and %
recoveries by species as at 27" September

Releases = Recoveries

Skipjack 77,119 8,034 10.41%
Yellowfin 45,362 5,221 11.50%
Bigeye 3,467 369 |  10.64%
Total 125,948 13,624 10.81%
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Figure2. Pie charts representing the proportion of
tunas tagged in an area by species, during WP1,as at

27" September




(a) Skipjack, n=63181
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(b) Yellowfin, n=38471
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Figure 4(a) Displacement (>100nm) of tagged tuna from
(c) Bigeye, n=1240 PTTP releases (a) skipjack (b) yellowfin (c) bigeye
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Figure3 length frequency of tagged (a)skipjack, (b) 4000
yellowfin, (c) bigeye, during the PTTP, asat 27" |
September 2000
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Figure5. Tag releases-returns by month




Table2. Tag recoveries by vessel flag as at 19"

September.

Australia 2
China 73
Ecuador 3
Fiji 1
FSM 12
Indonesia 86
Japan 805
Kiribati 15
Korea 390
Marshall Islands 13
New Zealand 4
Panama 10
Papua New Guinea 5740
Philippines 1108
Seychelles 1
Solomon Islands 3275
Spain 58
Taiwan 482
Tonga 3
United States 96
Unknown 485
Vanuatu 1025
Total 13624

Tag Return Lotteries

Tag Return Lotteries were conducted for
Papua New Guinea in Madang at the RD
fishing wharf at Vidar and at the South Seas
Tuna plant in Wewak. Prizes for the Tag
Return Lotteries were: 1% — K750.00, 2™ —

K500.00 and 3" — A mobile phone

Winners for Madang were ist Prize: Teodoro
Claua Jnr, 2" Prize: Mario Purazo, 3" Prize:

Candido Besinga.

Winners for Wewak were 1% Prize: Yange
Meric, 2™ Prize: Ezekiel Sapias, 3" Prize:

Mathias Mongoro.

Very special thanks to Morgan Gwangilo,

Maireen Sarita (South Seas Tuna) and Sammy

Rivera (RD Fishing) for your assistance in
conducting the lottery. The tag return lottery

for the Solomon Islands is planned to coincide
with the return of the tagging vessel to Noro in

the Solomon Islands.
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Figure6. (a) Sammy Rivera drawing winners from RD
Fishing tag returns, (b) Morgan Gwangilo drawing
names from SST tag returns and being read out by
Maireen Sarita.






