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Data Quality
General principles and a recent issue



Misreporting compromises ACCURACY

Under-reporting compromises COMPLETENESS

Changes in protocols compromises RELIABILITY

Delay in data submission  compromises TIMELINESS

Data Quality
Issues…



 Data not provided by the observer

 Errors on observer forms

(dates, positions, catches, etc.)

 Missing data on the observer forms

 Incorrect protocols used

 Errors at data entry

Data Quality
Examples of the issues..



Data Quality
An important current issue…

“Hooks between floats (HBF)” on Longline sets 

Some issues ... 

 MISREPORTING Values much higher than possible

 NON-REPORTING Not reported at all



“By-Catches”                            on PS gear type 

“Hooks between floats (HBF)” on LL gear type 

 Mandatory field in WCPFC scientific data provisions

 Important for stock assessments

 Used as a indicator for TARGET species

Data Quality
Important current issues…



Ensures the data are representative for … 

 Scientific analyses  advice to conserve tuna stocks

 Informed management decisions and action

 Informed MCS decisions and action

If there are data quality issues, then … 

“Garbage in” means “Garbage out” 
…incorrect/uninformed ADVICE and DECISIONS !

Data Quality
Why it is important…



 Identifying issues in data collection process

 Proper placement and briefing of observers

 Observer debriefing, check data before processing…

 E-Reporting & E-Monitoring will help …

 Database systems identify/resolve issues

Data Quality
How do we ensure quality…



 Reports/tools/documents identify issues

 DQ Reports, data verification scripts

 Independent (SPC) data audits

 Feedback to observers & debrifers is important !

Data Quality
How do we ensure quality… (cont.)



1. Review the issues highlighted in T2 (warning and errors)

2. Discuss with SPC if not clear …

3. Re-fresher Trainings provided to observers

4. Monitor the issues on the workbooks forms 

5. Report outcomes 

Data Quality
How do we resolve the current issue…



Data Issues reported by DCTs



PS & LL Trips Data Issues reported by DCTs



Question / Remarks ?

Thank You!


