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SPC SHARK AND RAY IDENTIFICATION MANUAL

44 shark and ray species (36 sharks 8 rays)

Key only works for the list of species found in the guide.



SPC SHARK AND RAY IDENTIFICATION MANUAL

This guide is organised in three tools: 

1. The first provides a pathway of 43 identification key steps. It is preceded by 
illustrated definitions of shark and ray key external features. 

2. The second consists of detailed illustrations of the 44 species of sharks and rays to 
show key features and their natural colouration when alive. 

3. The third details the WCPFC best handling guidelines for the safe release of 
whale sharks and mobulids (since 2018), and other sharks (since 2019) 
incidentally caught during fishing operations. Reference sources are also provided. 



HOW TO USE THE GUIDE

- Familiarize yourself with the main shark and ray external features (p4 and 5)

- Work through the dichotomous key on page (starting on Page 1)

- if you don’t understand the terms, check the glossary 

- when you get to the end of the key, read the species description page to see if it 
matches. Look at other photos of the species to see if it fits. 

- It is hard at first, but it will get easier!



TIPS FOR USING DICHOTOMOUS KEYS

- Work from the start to the finish. Don’t jump in in the middle. 

- Read both choices carefully. It will fit either one choice or the other. 

- keep notes on the steps you took to get there. 

- if you are unsure of a choice, follow both forks at one time. It may become clear 
that one does not fit. 

- work with more than one sample if possible. 

- once you have keyed out your specimen, double check. Compare with the 
description and other photos. 

- make sure you understand all of the terms used (check the glossary)




























































































