FINAL DAY PRESENTATION

Stock Assessment Workshop 2 – July 2008

Please provide a (20+minute) presentation that comprehensively reviews your albacore or bigeye tuna stock assessment paper, by addressing the following questions:

1. What are stock assessment models and what are they used for?

2. How does this stock assessment model “work”?

3. Is it a “good” model and assessment? Can we rely on its outputs?

4. What is the key information for fisheries management and how do I interpret it? 

5. What are the potential implications of the assessment for the region and our country?
More specifically, for sections 2-5, you might like to consider the following:

2. How does this stock assessment model “work”?

i.e. How does an size based, age structured stock assessment model work? Include information on the key processes (R, G, M, F and Fa, Maturity,). What are the really critical parameters requiring estimation of each process and why are those parameters critical. Also, perhaps outline the multiple uses of size data within an assessment model. 

3. Is it a “good” model and assessment? Where does it require improvement ?

1. What assumptions does this assessment make which you suspect might be incorrect and why? Any suggestions for how scientists might test those assumptions? 

2. Were any sensitivity analyses run for this assesment? If so, why? What was the impact of these sensitivity analyses on both model fit and end biological reference points (plus any other key model outputs)?

3. Examine the plots of describing model fit to catch, effort, size and tagging data (if present) and describe any fisheries/instances where the model fit appears to be poor. Are these instances explained in the paper? 

4. What suggestions or questions do you have for the stock assessment scientists in relation to assumptions, uncertainties and sensitivity analyses they might need to look at more closely, or which require further explanation from them?

4. What is the key information for fisheries management and how do I interpret it? 

· What is the current condition of the stock? 

· Why is it in that condition?

· Where are the major impacts (which regions)?

· Which fisheries/gears are having the highest impacts in each region and overall?

· Which components (age classes) of the stock are being impacted upon the most?

· Has recruitment been impacted?

· Does the assessment suggest a need for a specific management response? Why or why not? What are the potential management response options?

· How do the implications of the assessment differ for different countries represented in your group
5. What are the potential implications of the assessment for the region and our country?

Think about the follwing when including comments in relation to this question:
· Determining the implications of a given assessment for a given country will depend initially on the following:

· A) The outcomes of the assessment (resource status and scientific advice in response to that)

· B) Your countries contribution to overall fishing impacts

· C) Your countries economic, social or food security dependance on the resource being assessed

· D) The management options being considered in response to the assessment outcomes

What is the status of the resource? Does it imply future development potential or future effort/catch restrictions?

Look at the region in which your country is situated, and consider the following:

· A. Is a large portion of the stock located there?

· B. Are there high impacts on the regional biomass?

· C. What proportion of the regions catch is taken by your fishery?

· D. What proportion of the WCPO catch is taken by your fishery

Which gears is your fishery based on and to which component (age classes) will your fishery contribute the highest impacts?
Implications will depend on: Is your countries food security dependant upon the sustainability of the stock? Is the fishery a major employer? Does the fishery generate significant national revenue (e.g. licence fees). Therefore longterm sustainability may mean longterm employment base, food security and national revenue.
If your stock is healthy, discuss potential for development or biological/oceanographic factors that could hinder development.

Refer to this mornings theory notes for further guidance. (including the management options plots, which might assist in thinking about implications of an assessment and options flowing from that)
