PTTP Bi-Monthly Summary

October—November 2008
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Tag Releases

The total number of tag releases as of 23 November stands at
56,756 for Phase 2. This brings the total number of tag releases for
the whole Pacific Tuna Tagging Programme (PTTP) to 161, 771.
Figure 1 shows the vessel cruise track as of 23 November. Figure 2
shows the proportion of tunas tagged and released in each area by
species.

Tag Recoveries

Recaptures from the recent releases are starting to be reported.
The total number of tag recoveries as at 23 November stands at
497 for Phase 2. This brings the total number of tag recoveries for
the whole project to 15,607, with a 9.65% recovery rate. Figure 4
shows the movement of tagged tunas from the area where they
were tagged.

The number of tag recoveries per month (Figure 5) fluctuated
greatly, with the largest amounts of tags being returned a month or
so after the commencement of tagging operations.

Table 1. Tag releases and recoveries as of 23 November 2008
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Figure 2. Tag release pie charts by species
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Figure 3. Length frequency plot of tagged tunas
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Figure 4. Tag displacement plots from tag recaptures



Table 2. Tag returns by vessel flag

Australia 2
China 108
Ecuador 89
Fiji Islands 2
Federated States of Micronesia 15
Indonesia 635
Japan 814
Kiribati 15
Korea 417
Marshall Islands 14
New Zealand 4
Panama 10
Papua New Guinea 5781
Philippines 1387
Seychelles 1
Solomon Islands 3642
Spain 121
Taiwan 654
Tonga 3
United States 158
Unknown 636
Vanuatu 1043
Total 15,551

Tag Return Lotteries

Tag return lotteries were conducted in Noro,
Solomon Islands in November.

The winners were:

1. Junior Hiele

2. James Tuita

3. Henry (Solomon Premier - NFD)
4. Ismae Laura

5. Clay Arisikera

6. Silas Maelasi

7. Commins Mesau

8. Mark Doe

9. John Ben

Special thanks to Dr Antony Lewis and Ms
Cynthia Wickham for conducting the lottery in
Noro. Pictured below are (from left to right) Dr
Antony Lewis, Mr Milton Sibisopare, General
Manager of Soltai Fishing and Processing
Limited, and Mr Adrian Wickham, Director of
National Fisheries Development, participating in
the lottery. On the next page are photos of Ms
Cynthia Wickham presenting prizes to two of the
winners: Commins Mesau (in green) and Junior
Hiele (in blue).







