PTTP Bi-Monthly Summary

August - September 2009
Brought to you by SPC - Oceanic Fisheries Programme
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Tag Releases

Total tag releases as at 30" September 2009,
stands at 20,285. This brings the total number of
tag releases for the project to 233,841.

Tag Recoveries

Recaptures from the recent releases are starting
to be reported. Total tag recoveries for August
and September as at 30" September, stands at
1,734. This brings the total number of tag
recoveries for the whole project (PTTP) to
26,475 with a 12.48% recovery rate (Table 1).
Figure 2 shows tag releases for the entire PTTP,
including the releases in the central Pacific.
Figure 3 illustrates the size classes tagged over
the PTTP for each of the three target species.
Figure 4 shows the displacement of tagged
tunas from the area which they were tagged.

The number of tag recoveries by month (Figure
5) shows large fluctuations in the rate of
recovery with the larger amounts of tags being
returned a month or so after the commencement
of tagging operations.

Table 1. Total tag releases, recoveries and recovery
rate as at 30" September 2009.

(] Releases | Recoveries | __ % _|
B 150579 16,642 11.05%

73,323 8,632 11.77%
B 9939 1201 12.08%

B 233841 26,475 11.32%
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Figure 2. Tag release pie charts for the project
including the central Pacific.

(a)Skipjack, n=150,579
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(b) Yellowfin, n= 73,323
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(c) Bigeye, n=9,939
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Figure 3. Length frequency distribution of tagged tuna
population.
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Figure 4 Tag release-recapture arrow map for
skipjack, yellowfin and bigeye; >200nm.




TAG RETURNS BY VESSEL FLAG

Table 2. Tag recoveries by vessel flag.

AUG-SEP 09 Total
Australia 0 2
China 20 244
Ecuador 0 165
El Salvador 0 4
Fiji 0 3
FSM 44 259
Indonesia 129 3869
Japan 172 1532
Kiribati 52 101
Korea 98 710
Marshall Islands 137 195
Nauru 1 1
New Zealand 0 5
Panama 0 18
Papua New Guinea 409 6826
Philippines 84 3092
Seychelles 0 1
Solomon Islands 8 4289
Spain 0 59
Taiwan 140 1362
Tonga 0 0
United States 314 1067
Unknown 59 1130
Vanuatu 51 1358
Total 1,734 26,475

Figure 5 Tag releases and tag returns per month
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Table 3. Tag returns by tag recovery source

_Tag Return Source AUG-SEP 09  Total
American Samoa 77 116
Carriers 0 0
China 0 1
Fishing Vessel 35 336
FSM 19 29
IATTC 1 910
Indonesia 129 3717
IOTC 0 8
Japan 171 1470
Kiribati 43 94
Korea 69 386
Marshall Islands 204 262
Nauru 1 1
Philippines (Direct) 3 2383
Philippines (Frabelle) 0 163
PNG (Frabelle) 78 1022
PNG (NFA) 0 117
PNG (RD) 263 5382
PNG (SSTC) 56 855
PNG (Other) 0 52
Solomon Islands (NMFMR) 11 162
Solomon Islands (Soltai) 0 803
Solomon Islands (Global
Investment) 0 1043
Solomon Islands (NFD) 0 3418
Solomon Islands (Other) 0 30
Taiwan 0 14
Tagging Vessel 0 151
Thailand 567 2926
Other 7 38
Total 1,734 26,475

TAG RETURN LOTTERIES

Tag return lotteries are currently being planned for the
Philippines, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands and Japan. These are being planned to
coincide with large meetings and events in order to
greater generate publicity and continued awareness
of the importance of the tagging program.






