SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE FISHERIES

Trip Preparation Page

A few words of preparation: Remember it is the responsibility of contracted observers to ensure they are
properly prepared for their trips — to be in good health, good mind, up to date with current requirements
and to have all necessary forms and equipment.

At the start of each trip it is imperative to check that all the following items are available for the trip:

. . N.B.:
Tick a box only when you are sure you have that |tem.\> Forms version
should be
“Revised
Dec 2016”
1. One of these Observer Workbooks for every 35 days at sea.
2. Sufficient Catch Monitoring Forms PS-4’s for the trip (30 sheets per pad)
3 Extra pads of PS-2, PS-3, GEN-5 forms as required (30 sheets per pad)
4. NEW: Trip Report Booklet (one per trip)
5 Sufficient Observer Journals (normally 30 pages per Journal)
6. Two blank notebooks (preferably waterproof)
One box of pens and pencils
7 (should contain at least 10 X @B pencils, 2 X erasers, 1 X pencil sharpener,
' paper clips, 2 X pens, 2 X waterproof felt pens, 1 small straight-edge ruler)
8.
One calculator
i One set of fish-measuring callipers / and or measuring board.
10. A suitable chart
11. .
Your personal requirements
12.
13.
14.
15.

Being prepared from the start will make a trip easier, more pleasant and far more effective.



OBSERVER PROGRAMME
FIELD DATA COLLECTION INSTRUCTIONS
(Read these regularly)

Ensure that your observer trip 1.D. number* is recorded on every form, your journal
and any other sheets containing information relative to the trip.

1. Please write clearly - unreadable data are of no use. Use a sharp pencil and keep a spare sharp pencil handy.
For waterproof paper and plastic boards write with a soft (#2 or #2B) pencil.
An eraser should be used to correct errors on the day of entry only.

2. If using a camera the first photograph on each film should be of a piece of paper with the observer’s trip ID
number written in very large numbers, with the date the photograph is taken written underneath. For a clear
picture keep the camera at least 1.5 metres away from the paper. Use a waterproof felt-tip pen to record the
observer trip ID number on the metal casing of any films used or on the outside of disposable cameras used.

3. Always carry a notebook (preferably waterproof) and pencil with you on deck.
Note information as it happens and transfer to forms or journal once inside.
After information is in journal draw a single neat line through notebook entry to show it is done.

4. Unless otherwise stated, make only one (the best) choice when using the codes to record data.
5. Everything you write on the forms should be printed. Always be conscious about being neat.

6. Number the pages in your journal. Think of something to write in it every day.
Don’t forget to start each day’s entries with the date.

7. Notes and comments are good but, on forms, restrict these only to the areas for that purpose.
If there is not enough space to write all that is useful or interesting on the form, make a short note and continue
in the journal. Record journal page number next to the short note on the form.

8. Observe and record data accurately. Extra notes and explanations should be simple and clear. Record data as
it happens. All data should be entered the same day - trust nothing to memory.

9. Make sure forms are filled in the right order. If a form is accidentally left blank and one after it is filled
instead, do not go back to fill the blank form later. If a blank form is discovered between filled forms, draw a
thick line diagonally across the page and write “missed” on it.

10. Do not make any changes or corrections to data after the day it is recorded. If a mistake is discovered later,
draw a neat circle around it and write:
“Mistake - correct entry is 2?? (whatever it is). See journal page No. ??”
at the top of the form. Comment in the journal why it was a mistake and how it was discovered.

11. All compass readings are to be degrees true. Do not use magnetic readings.
(Note: true north is 000 degrees).

* UNDERSTANDING OBSERVER TRIP ID NUMBERS
The observer trip ID number is issued by the authority that authorised the observer trip. It is unique to one ever single observer trip.
It should be recorded on any piece of paper with information related to that trip so that no matter where that paper finishes up it can always
be traced to that specific trip.

If an observer from a National Observer Programme works in a regional programme for a trip or two, then the observer should use the
Observer Trip ID Number provided by the regional programme and not one from the National Programme. If a national programme insists
on recording their number (as occasionally happens) record it on the front of this workbook only - in the second (smaller) space provided for
a second trip ID number. BUT record the correct regional programme number on all other forms etc., as usual.

N.B.: all observer trips in the region are recorded on the OFP regional database using both the number given and a number made up of: 1) a
unique 3-letter code issued to every observer in the region, followed by a space; 2) then two digits for the year, followed by a dash; 3) then
two digits that show the number of observer trips that the observer has started that year.

(For example, Albert Einstein, starting his ninth trip in the year 2001 would have the observer trip ID number: ABC 01-09.)
This is also the format used by several national programmes. It has the advantage that an observer knows these things and so knows the trip
ID number without having to ask. If the number given does not use this format and the second space is not otherwise needed for a differently
formatted number given by a National Programme, then the observer could record this format in the second space.



SPC/FFA REGIONAL OBSERVER FORM SUP-1 (pg1)
OBSERVER PLACEMENT MEETING RECORD

REV DEC. 2016

TRIP DETAILS

OBSERVER NAME TRIP START LOCATION TRIP START DATE (YY/ MM/DD)
OBSERVER TRIP ID NUMBER ESTIMATED TRIP END LOCATION VESSEL GEAR
VESSEL NAME FLAG CALIPER SERIAL UVland/orIRCS
NUMBER

VESSEL SIZE: circle to indicate < 16 metres 16-25 meters 26-39 meters 40-65 meters > 65 meters
Personal Lifesaving Beacon PLB Make: Comments
(PLB) Y/N

PLB Model:

OBSERVER PLACEMENT CHECKLIST

A Fisheries Authority Representative/Placement Officer is to assist the observer, before and during boarding, and oversee that information
is recorded and actions taken as prescribed in this form. Please intial the space at the left of each numbered itemto show it has been

completed.
Initial : Placement Officer to initial when they have:

1 Set up the placement meeting

2 Assisted the observer with their personal requirements before boarding

3 Checked that the observer has been assigned appropriate accommodation and an area to
store their equipment

4 Carried out a vessel safety check in the presence of the observer and Captain

5 Ensured that the Captain receives and understands the attached description (check-list) of
standard observer duties and vessel obligations

6 Ensured that both parties are informed of their rights and responsibilities under CMM
2008-01 (Show and, if necessary, supply copy)

- Reminded the observer that there is no obligation to do extra duties, but it is very much
appreciated if they can help out when appropriate.

8 Reminded the Captain and Observer of importance of cooperation

9 Supplied or informed the Captain of the "Vessel on Observer Report" form

10 Informed the Captain and Observer than an observer-debriefing meeting will take place
immediately upon return to port at completion of trip

11 Ensured observer's compulsory 2-way communication device is tested and working.

Initial : Observer to initial when they have:

12 Clearly described any special sampling requirements to the Vessel Captain

13 Has been present at the Vessel Safety Check and have agreed to board the vessel

14 Confirmed that they are medically fit, informed the Captain of any special medical issues
(prescription medication etc); and supplied contact details for their next-of-kin

15 Understood that they must report all gifts in their trip report.

16 Understood that in line with their Observer Code of Conduct they should not drink alcohol at
any point during the entire trip.

17 Ensured observer's compulsory 2-way communication device is tested and working.

Initial :  Vessel Captain to initial when they have:

18 Read and understood the "Obligations of the Vessel Operators to Observers"

19 Shown the observer all current and valid license certificates

20 Shown the observer the location of their life jacket

21 Informed the observer of all safety regulations, procedures and muster stations

22 Shown the observer which electronic bridge equipment is used and which is not used

3 Shown the observer how to obtain position and UTC time and date from the onboard GPS
and plotter to which they have access to during the trip
Understood that offering excessive alcohol to observers may interfere with their work duties

24 and general conduct; and be aware that many observers are required by their programmes’
Code of Conduct not to drink alcohol at any time while onboard the vessel

25 Ensured observer's compulsory 2-way communication device is tested and working.




Rev. DEC 2016 Notes for the VESSEL CAPTAIN on the OBSERVER PLACEMENT

An observer's primary function is to collect reliable and accurate information for scientific, nanagement and compliance purposes.
Observers collect data on; catch and effort, size composition, position, fishing methods, fisheries interactions, environmental
impacts, processing and destination of the fish (including discards) and any other matters that may assist fisheries managers
verify information for the purpose of administering fisheries regulations, license requirements and access agreements.

The observer duties and their obligations, along with the vessel operator's obligations to the observer are described below. A
thorough understanding of these by both the observer and the vessel operator will help ensure an effective working arrangement
while on board.

—> Vessel Captain please read and initial on the right when the obligations of both parties are understood Capt. Initals

OBSERVER'S DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS

Must promptly report any harassment they were subjected to (including a written report to their fisheries
authority representative or when not available the nearest Police station) 1

2 May take, measure and retain samples or specimens of any fish

3 May observe and record details of any incidental take, including the recording of set position information

4 May record position, activity and identification details of other vessels sighted

May use communications and other equipment of the vessel but should get permission from the Captain
before using it 5

6 Should not be inwolved in the fishing operations but may assist in normal vessel housekeeping duties

7 Should not stand watch on the vessel .

May take photographs of the fishing operations, including fish, gear, equipment, documents,
charts and records, and remowve from the vessel such photographs or film as was taken or used onboard

9 Observers should not drink alcohol at any point during the trip in accordance with Observer Code of Conduct.

10 Observer must sign for and report any gifts they have received from the vessel during the trip.

10
OBLIGATIONS OF THE VESSEL OPERATORS TO THE OBSERVER (CMM 2008-01)
11 Ensure vessel personnel do not assault, obstruct, resist, refuse boarding to, delay, intimidate or interfere with
an obsener performing observer duties n
12 Allow access to the bridge, communications and navigation equipment
12
13 Instruct observer on use of vessel communications equipment to receive and transmit message with the
shore, Fishery Authority and other vessels B
14 Assist obsenver as requested, in recording accurate vessel position using vessel navigation and
positioning equipment 1
15 Provide access to areas where fish are held, processed, weighed or stored
15
16 Allow obsenver access to document and records, including all logbook for purpose of inspection and
copying i3
17 Allow observer to remove samples
17
18 Ensure vessel personal do not assault, obstruct, resist, refuse boarding to, delay, intimidate or interfere
with an observer performing observer duties B
19 Show the observer appropriate vessel safety procedures and location of various safety equipment (life rafts,
life jackets, etc) and how to use such equipment in the event of an emergency )
Advise the obsener of dangerous work areas and instruct the observer on how to minimise exposure (e.qg.
20 : .
hard hat) to danger yet still do their work 20

Provide the observer with food, clean bunk space large enough for a national obsener and any necessary

21 medical facilities and treatment in the course of the obsenver trip and up to two full days after landing in port. 21

22 Provide appropriate space for the storage of observer equipment, supplies and samples -

Vessel operators and owners should be fully aware that any instance of reported observer harassment will be

23 fully investigated and, if warranted, legal action will follow, which may include civil and criminal penalties 23

24 Inform vessel Captain of where he can get a copy of the Vessel Report on the Obsenver i




SPC/FFA REGIONAL OBSERVER
OBSERVER PLACEMENT MEETING RECORD

FORM SUP-1 (pg2)

REV DEC. 2016

OBSERVER NAME VESSELNAME OBSERVER TRIP ID NUMBER
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
CIRCLE ONE COMMENTS
VESSEL SURVEY DOCUMENTATION (Current) Yes No
CORRECT SIZE PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVICES AVAILABLE Yes No
APPROVED LIFERAFT OR LIFEBOATS UNDER CURRENT SURVEY Yes No
3 AND ADEQUATE FOR NUMBER OF CREW
4 EPIRBS (Current Survey) Yes No
5 DISTRESS SIGNALS AND FLARES Yes No
6 FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT IN GOOD ORDER Yes No
7 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS (Current Checked) Yes No
MARINE RADIO HF SSB or SUBITUTE COMMUNICATIONS Yes No
NAVIGATION LIGHTS / VESSEL LIGHTS (Working Order) Yes No
10 SOUND PRODUCING DEVICES OR BELL Yes No
11 REGISTRATION DOCUMENTATION IN ORDER Yes No
1, OTHER WORK RELATED VESSELS ON BOARD THAT Yes No
COULD BE UTILISED IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
13 NAUTICAL CHARTS AND NAVIGATION AIDS (GPS/RADAR) Yes No
14 FIRST AID EQUIPMENT Yes No
15 SANITATION Yes No
16 PHONE Yes No
17 EMAIL / FAX Yes No
18 INSURANCE FOR OBSERVER WHILST ON BOARD Yes No
19 VESSEL INSURANCE Yes No
20 ROOM FOR CREW AND OBSERVER TO WORK SAFELY Yes No

THE OBSERVER WAS PRESENT FOR THEVSC AND AGREES TO BOARD THEVESSEL YES / NO
(If no: record the reasons here and continue on to another attached page if necessary)

ACKNOWLEDGED (Observer Placement M eeting Record - page 1 and page 2, front and back read/ initaled/ accepted)

OBSERVER
NAME SIGNATURE DATE
VESSEL CAPTAIN
NAME SIGNATURE DATE
FISHING MASTER
(ifany)
NAME SIGNATURE DATE
FISHING
AUTHORITY
REPRESENTATIVE
NAME SIGNATURE DATE
INTERPRETER
(if any)
NAME / POSITION SIGNATURE DATE
FISHING
AUTHORITY
REPRESENTATIVE
POSITION SIGNATURE DATE




EXPLANATION ON VSC REQUIREMENTS
The fields in this form may be used to check safety, on whether an observer is safe to board the vessel.

1. VESSEL SURVEY DOCUMENTATION CURRENT Fishing Vessels and support vessels operating in the WCPFC must
comply with their Flag State regulations and/or the Code of Practice for Safety. Ship surveys including condition, safety and security
aspects of hull, machinery and on board safety equipment must be available to be viewed.

2. CORRECT SIZE PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVICE AVAILABLE Life Jackets must be approved types and in good
serviceable condition, Life Jackets of suitable sizes must be readily accessible for the observer and all crew. Life jackets will not be
stored away or locked in cupboards or rooms.

3. APPROVED LIFE -Life rafts must be currently in survey and be adequate to carry the amount of crew and observer.

4. EPIRBS International Standard 406 MHz EPIRB. The signal frequency (406 MHz) has been designated internationally for use
only for distress. Check to see the frequency number and position of these EPIRBS, a few vessels may have the older relatively
common type of 121.5/243 MHz emergency beacons, these became obsolete in late 2008.

5. DISTRESS SIGNAL AND FLARES. Vessels should have on board appropriate pyrotechnics devices that will suitably operate in
both day and night emergency situations.

6. FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT Fire fighting must be readily available, be able to work and be currently serviceable. Note that
some small vessels may only have fire extinguishers on board.

7. MOUNTED FIRE EXTINGUISHER, Fire extinguishers must be readily available and be of the correct type. Portable
extinguishers require periodic maintenance therefore the last inspection date when last tested or refilled should be available. All must
be currently serviceable and if possible should be checked to ensure extinguishes have not been fully or partially discharged.

8. MARINE RADIO HF SSB(WORKING ORDER) Marine SSB (Single Side Band) is a means of communications for many
fishing vessels. The radio must be capable of transmitting and receiving frequencies used for emergency marine communications as
agreed by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) or by the Flag State of the vessel.

9. NAVIGATION LIGHTS AND VESSEL LIGHTS Vessels must be able to display international standard navigation lights
between sunset and sunrise and in conditions of reduced visibility. Internal and external vessel lighting must be fully operational. In
the case of power failure, battery operated safety lights must be appropriately placed to ensure a safe exit from the vessel.

10. SOUND PRODUCING SIGNALS OR BELLS Vessels must carry a sound producing device (whistle, horn, siren or bell)
capable of a prolonged blast or ringing for distress signalling purposes.

11. REGISTRATION DOCUMENTATION IN ORDER Flag State Registration documentation papers must be on board and
available to be viewed and must show registration number, boats hame, country and port of registration.

12. OTHER WORK RELATED VESSELS Many vessels have auxiliary vessels that can be used in emergency situations. Note
these.

13. NAUTICAL CHARTS AND NAVIGATION AIDS Vessel must have a set of appropriate, up to date nautical charts. Check to
ensure that the Radar, GPS and any other navigational equipment is in good order and functioning.

14. FIRST AID EQUIPMENT The vessel must have adequate first aid facilities with current “use by dates” on all apparatus, drugs,
dressings and other first aid paraphernalia.

15. SANITATION The vessel should have clean, well maintained sanitation and bathing facilities. Depending on the size of the
vessel, observers may experience a lack of these facilities on board.

16. PHONE if the vessel has a satellite phone note the number for future reference.

17. EMAIL/FAX If the vessel has Fax or Email system note the numbers for future reference or emergencies.

18. INSURANCE FOR OBSERVERS ON BOARD - Observers must be covered by insurance before making a boarding
19. VESSEL INSURANCE — Check if vessel has insurance

20. ROOM FOR OBSERVER AND CREW TO WORK SAFELY. There must be adequate room on board the deck for the
Observer and Crew to work in such a manner, so as to not hinder each other in their respective work duties.



CHANGES TO THE PURSE SEINE OBSERVER FORMS AGREED AT THE
10™ TunA FiISHERY DATA CoLLEcTION ComMmITTEE (DCC)
Dec 2016!

(VERSION 2 — FURTHER CHANGES TO PS-3 ONLY)

OBSERVER SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE

PROGRAMME: GENERAL INFORMATION PO P Y L)

Date of revision

The date of revision of the form was changed to Dec 2016.

Modified data form

The AIS data field has been dropped from the top of the Electronics to just above the VMS data fields.

New data fields

Brail Type: Previously observers were asked to describe the brail types on the PS-1 form. The information
collected by observers has now been used to separate the different brail types into four distinct categories.
These are shown below. Use the codes to fill in the brail type data field. If you think you have seen a
different type of brail please report and describe this this in your trip report.

LH - LONG HANDLE - crew use long handle
to push brail into sac, allowing tuna to spill
into the brail. Often seen on small purse-
seiners and some PH vessels.

HF - HEAVY FRAME - the heavy frame makes it easy to
scoop more tuna into the brail. The brail is moved with
hydraulic and electrical winches.

JP - JAPANESE TYPE - No circle ring to keep the mouth of
SP - SPANISH TYPE - The long handle is the brail open. Often seen on Japanese vessels to
attached to the davit block. remove live fish from the net.

! Observers are strongly encouraged to read the form instructions to better understand what data needs to be recorded.
These notes are only to help observers identify the changes that were made to the forms and provide graphics.



mT: Record the capacity of the brail in metric tonnes. The capacity of a brail means the total amount of
fish (tuna) it can hold when full. Normally, the brail with the largest capacity should be recorded as Brail 1.
If there is a second brail and it has a smaller (or equal) brail capacity, record this as Brail 2. If the capacity
of the brail is deliberate changed during the trip (i.e. a new netting panel added to the brail), then record
this as Brail 3. See ‘Brail Change Comments’ below.

Live Fish Brail Y/ N: Circle “Y” if the brail is used at any stage during the trip to specifically bring live fish
on board. Such live fish (tuna) will normally be sold for the sashimi or katsuobushi (flaked fish) market and
will be refrigerated differently to the rest of the tuna (standard brine wells). Indicate if the brail was
specifically used to remove live fish from the net during any set on the PS-4 form. Separate any live fish
brailing from non-fish brailing on the PS-4 form by using separate sampling types (see PS-4).

Brail Change Comments: Use this data field to add any comments you have on brail changes. Brail
change refers to changes in the capacity of the brail (see above). If the capacity of the brail is deliberate
changed during the trip (i.e. a new netting panel added to the brail increasing the capacity, or a section
of the netting was removed due to a large hole decreasing the capacity of the brail) it is recognised as a
new brail and all the details of the brail (type, new capacity, live fish brail) should be recorded as Brail 3.
If Brail 1 was changed there is no need to remove the details of Brail 1, with an eraser etc. Remember
to continue with any new brail numbering through to your PS-4.

Adding the ‘date of the brail change’ into the “Brail Change Comments” data field will be helpful and/or
the journal page where it is further described.

Modified data fields

GT or GRT: Observers are asked to record the Gross Tonnage (GT) of the vessel. This information
can be found on the vessel paperwork / licensing document. GT is the current international standard for
vessel volume and should be available for most purse-seine vessels at this stage. However, some older
vessels may have been assigned a Gross Register Tonnage (GRT) when built. Observers are asked
to record GT for vessels, unless they can only find GRT on the paperwork. In this case circle GRT and
record the value. GT and GRT are both units of vessel volume, but they are calculated differently.

Under Communication and Information Services:

‘Empty Data Field’: Previously there was an empty data field beside the satellite weather monitor data
field. Some observers found it annoying and wondered if something should be filled in. The answer was
no — nothing needed to be filled. To resolve the problem the empty data field has been absorbed into the
mobile/cell phone cell data field.

e Clarifying that a mobile phone is also a cell phone was requested by the US territories and most
especially for the US fleets. The data field was modified.

e Other the second line for information services started with the word ‘Other’. It was suggested that
the word ‘websites’ was more appropriate and was edited to reflect this. Observers are
encouraged to write the address of the website supplying the fishery information service and the
indication www (world wide web) has been added to reflect this.

New codes

Usage Codes: OTH - other please specify. Observers have questioned the most appropriate ‘usage
code’ when they have to record the usage of ‘buoys’ (GPS and echo sounding buoys) during the FAD
closure period. They suggested that none of the 2014 usage codes were appropriate to indicate that
the buoys were not used during the FAD closure period, but that they are used at most other times. The
decision was made to add a new code ‘OTH — other please specific’ to cover for this.



SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE OBSERVER

GENERAL INFORMATION FORM PS -1 (pg 2)

Date of revision

The date of revision of the form was changed to Dec 2016.

Modified form/extra pages

New workbook sheets (crew list, well pattern, net plan). To improve the management of observer data,
new blank pages will be placed at the back of the workbook for observers to attach loose information
sheets). This will improve the scanning and filing of these pages, so observers’ work will not be lost.
This is mentioned under the PS-1 page 2 form as the well pattern can be drawn at the bottom of the PS-
1 (pg 2) form.

Instruction change

EPIRBs the instructions will be modified to inform observers that there is ho need to record information
on EPIRBs that are hard to access, most especially inside life-rafts. A note can be made in the
comments section of the form to highlight the presence of EPIRBs that were not accessible.

Modified data fields

Comments or Drawings of Well Pattern: A minor data field edit was made to include the missing ‘s’ on
the word drawing.

SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE OBSERVER

DAILY LOG AR

Date of revision

The date of revision of the form was changed to Dec 2016.

Instruction change

Radio buoys: The DCC meeting agreed that radio buoy will be the overall phrase or ‘catch all’ term when
referring generally to all types of buoys (i.e. GPS, echo sounding etc.)

Modified codes

The activity and helicopter codes were changed. The wording “no fishing” was removed from codes
11, 12 and 13. This is consistent with the fact that a PS vessel is nearly always fishing as it checks its
long range echo-sounding or sonar buoys. The following codes were amended.

11 Drifting at day’s end

12 Drifting and tied with floating object
13 Other reason - please specify

New code

A new activity code was added. The new code ‘18 Drifting — No fishing’. As an example the new code
can be used by observers when the vessel is alongside another vessel and transfer crew etc. There may
be other uses for this new code during the trip.




SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE OBSERVER

SET DETAILS FORMPS -3

Date of revision

The date of revision of the form was changed to Dec 2016.

Modified data form

Species of Special Interest. There are some big changes with how SSls will be recorded on the PS-3
form.

Please note that the PS-3 form will now cater for all species of special interest landed on deck and any
interactions with the primary gear (net) that do not result in a landing.

When we talk about primary gear we mean the net. A FAD can be seen as ‘fishing gear’, but it is not
primary gear, only the net is. Any interactions of SSI with the FAD or other non-primary gear (skiff etc.)
should be recorded on the GEN-2 (interactions) and the GEN-5 (FAD form). Do not record any landings
of SSls on the GEN-2 form anymore. However, it should also be noted that observers can record any
lengths, and the sex of SSis on the PS-4 form.

New data fields

If SSI OBSERVERD (Obs Time Sighted): This data field used to be on the GEN-2 form. Observers are
asked to record the first time they saw any SSI that was with a school of tuna that the vessel set on. If
when the vessel is watching a school of fish, deciding whether to set on it, and the observer sees an SSI
(often a RHN, or other marine mammal), then the observer should record the first time they saw the SSI.
It doesn’t matter if the SSI is not captured or not, a time-stamp record should still be made.

Comments / SSI Treatment : Observers are encouraged to make a short note on how the SSI was
treated by the vessel (dragged by its tail, released by lowering the net etc.) in the comments section.
Other comments can be added to the journal/trip report.

Version 2 Workbook only: SSI Condition Caught /Discard If any SSlis are landed on deck record the
condition of the SSI when first caught or landed on deck. Use the Condition codes (Al to D) on the back
of the form. Subsequently record the condition of the SSI when discarded. When there are multiple
landings of an SSI (for instance a silky shark) give your best eye-estimate of the number of FAL with the
same condition codes. You may need to use multiple lines. An example is below.

SPECIES FATE OBSERVER VESSEL LOG CONSD?'T.ON
CODE CODE (mT) No. (mT)  No. CAUGHT /
DISCARD
FAL DPA dash 5 dash dash Al Al
FAL DPA dash 3 dash dash Al A3
FAL DPD dash 1 dash dash A0 D
FAL DPD dash 8 dash dash D D
New section

A new section has been added to allow observers to record any SSI that do not land on deck but are
captured by the net and generally released (do not record any SSI landings in this section). Use some
of the new Interaction with Primary Gear Codes at the bottom of the form to explain the interactions and
fill in the condition of the SSI when it was captured and then released.

Version 2 Workbook only: New Gear Interaction Code:

IRN — Roped, pulled from net. See the Codes page.



SPC/FFA REGIONAL PURSE SEINE OBSERVER

FORM PS -4
LENGTH MEASUREMENT

Date of revision

The date of revision of the form was changed to Dec 2016.

Modified data fields

Which brail was sampled? Record the brail number for the brail that the observer is sampling from.
Reminder - the brail number is recorded on the PS-1 form (along with its type, capacity, and whether it is
for live fish brailing). Observers must follow this brail numbering through to the PS-4 form. If a second (or
other) brail is used during the set then the observer must start a new PS-4 form and indicate the new brail
number. An option to record a third brail has now been added. Normally vessels only have a maximum of
two brails on board, so a third brail (Brail 3) usually indicates that a brail’s capacity (the total amount it can
hold when full) has been changed and this is recorded on the PS-1 form.

Pattern (24 brails) Previously, observers could record the fullness and the number of samples on one
form for 30 brails. However, if observers correctly recorded five fish per brail there was no more space
on the PS-4 form to record these fish lengths after 24 brails (although it was always okay to start a new
page). In recognition of this the number of brails you can now record is 24. However, if observer sample
more than 5 fish per brail — which may happen when they grab fish quickly they will still run out of space
to record all the lengths and they are encouraged to record a new form.

New data fields

Calibrated this set? Observers are asked to state if they have calibrated their measuring instrument
(calliper) before they started sampling. Circle Y’ to say that the calliper has been calibrated.

Callipers should be calibrated by 1) marking a known length on the deck and checking the calliper to see
if it records the same length. 2) measuring a specific length of a deck tape (see the drawing below).

/- mm: Record any calibration error for the calliper.

IF THE CORRECT CALLIPER READING IS 30 CM.

And then if the calliper correctly shows 30 cm, then the calibration should be recorded as zero millimetres.

/ v The true length is 30 cm. The calliper is
| ] incorrectly reading 29.7 cm. The
; callibration should be recorded as minus

3 mms.




| The true length is 30 cm. The calliper is
7 29| incorrectly reading 30.5 cm. The
| callibration should be recorded as plus 5

mmes.

Instruction change

‘Other’ Sampling Protocols
{Remember to start a new page, when you start a sampling protocol}

SS — This is a new sampling protocol that allows observers to record information on landed species of
special interest. If landed SSlis are encountered on purse-seine vessels then observers can tick the
‘other’ sample type and record SS as the sampling protocol (SS — Species of Special Interest). This new
sampling protocol allows observers to re